A ecumenical 


(NEW WORLD COUNCIL HEADQUARTERS 


bold design for a contemporary chapel has 
Hn approved for the World Council of 
iirches’ new $2,500,000 headquarters building 
eneva, Switzerland. 

he Executive Committee of the Council, 
ting in Buenos Aires, Argentina, gave ap- 
val to a chapel which will dominate ap- 
laches to the eight-and-one-half-acre site. 
@ new property is located near the European 
Bquarters of the United Nations in Geneva. 
Mhe chapel, which is elevated above ground 
tl, features a roof in shell concrete which 
Waised upward in steep points at each corner, 
Mgesting dependence on God.” The square 

of the chapel, designed by Swiss architect 
pb Senn, Basel, is set at an angle projected 
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outward from a lateral administrative block. 

“We believe this building with its arresting 
form speaks for our time and indicates faith in 
God and the universal meaning of the Gospel 
for North, South, East and West,” general sec- 
retary Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft told the com- 
mittee. 

“The conception, which is not tied to tradi- 
tional ideas of what churches are like will 
make its appeal to people of all continents,” 
he observed. 

Details of the interior arrangement and fur- 
nishings have still to be determined. Dr. Vis- 
ser 't Hooft says that the interior will “provide 
a setting where worship could be celebrated in 
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the different traditions” of churches belonging 
to the Council. He indicated that research into 
early Christian worship had suggested possibil- 
ities combining simplicity with distinctiveness 
in the worship of each tradition. 

The chapel, which is to seat over 400 people, 
is part of an overall design for the new WCC 
headquarters. Building of a modern 200-office 
unit will get underway late in 1960. The blue- 
prints call for a three-story building to be 
constructed on a site acquired from the city 
of Geneva. 

Funds pledged through the end of 1959 from 
member churches, individuals, and foundations 
totaled $1,524,000, of which $900,000 had come 
from U.S. sources. The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox 
Sherrill, Boxford, Mass., a WCC president, is 
chairman of the international fund-raising ef- 
forts. In all more than 100 member churches 
have made gifts, including the small Spanish 
Evangelical Church which gave $179. 

Light colored concrete and the liberal use 
of glass wall panels are featured in the new 
headquarters. A main entrance hall will be on 
the ground floor beneath the chapel and a cir- 
cular ramp will connect all floors in this 
central area. Leading off the main area on 
cither side will be wings containing 200 offices. 

On the level of the entrance hall, which will 
have floor-to-ceiling glass paneled exterior walls, 
is a large exhibit area leading to the main con- 
ference room. The conference room will have 
an elevated stage and simultaneous translating 
facilities. 

A separate L-shaped library building will be 
located to the rear of the main building. De- 
signed to hold 30,000 volumes, it will include 
reading rooms and accommodations for research 
scholars. A small garden with a pond will be 
located in front of the library. The library is to 
be provided by a gift of $210,000—a memorial 
to the late Thomas J. Watson, president of 
International Business Machines, and given by 
his family. 

Orto Senn of Basel and Henri Lesemann of 
Geneva are the architects for the building. The 
late Otto Bartning of Darmstadt, Germany, 
prominent architect, also worked on the plan. 
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This wooden chalet at 17 
Geneva, has for many years 
quarters of the Council's general secreta 
The Council's staff has now outgrown the chr 
and wooden army barracks in a wooded 1 
dential section of the international city. In f 
years attics and basements of the converted bua 
ings have been pressed into use as offices. 
The new headquarters will also house 
ofhices of the Lutheran World Federation 


World Presbyterian Alliance. : 
Bishop Bell Memorial Appe 


Friends and admirers of the late Bisi 
George K. A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester 
ecumenical pioneer, are invited to contrik 
to the Bishop Bell Memorial Appeal. 

Gifts should be sent to Mr. Lindley M. Fr: 
lin, Jr., Treasurer, National Council of ! 
Protestant Episcopal Church, 281 Park Av 
South, New York, N.Y. 

The memorial planned for Bishop Be 
two-fold: a visible memorial in Chich 
Cathedral and a trust fund to carry on the ¥ 
to which he devoted so much of his life. 

A brochure distributed by the Appeal sp 
of the Anglican bishop’s work “for the |! 
of all Christian people, for humanity, partic 
ly his efforts to bring succour to the persec! 
Jews under Hitler and the unemployed du 
the Depression, and for reawakening that 
spiration which religion can bring to art| 
art to religion.” 
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Plans for the Third Assembly of the World 
cil of Churches to take place in New Delhi, 
dia, November 18-December 5, 1961, were 
ounced by the Council’s Executive Commit- 
at its meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
The exact date and details of the world as- 
bly were revealed for the first time at the 
ecutive Committee’s semi-annual meeting, 
ruary 8-12, in Buenos Aires. Decisions are 
bject to approval of the Central Committee 
St. Andrew’s, Scotland, in August. 


Scene for the Third Assembly will be the 
gynan Bhavan Conference Hall originally 
ilt by the Indian government for a UNESCO 
nference. First planned for Ceylon, the As- 
bly was changed to India by decision of the 
ntral Committee Jast summer. 


“Jesus Christ—the Light of the World”, the 
embly theme, will be studied by local con- 
gations of the Council’s member churches. 
pre-assembly booklet dealing with the main 
me and sub-themes of witness, unity and 
ice will be printed in English, French and 
man and translated into many other lJan- 
ages. World Council leaders have expressed 
hope that the Third Assembly will discuss 
incerns that “come up out of the life of the 
urches.” The study booklet is intended to get 
mal churches throughout the world to partici- 
te in assembly preparation. The booklet will 
available from the New York office at the end 


1960. 
"Between 950 and 1,000 participants are ex- 
Octed. Of these 625 are voting delegates and 
remainder are advisers, youth participants, 
#d fraternal delegates from national Christian 
‘uncils and other world Christian bodies. 
Assembly highlights include public rallies 
dressed by world Christian leaders with ac- 
t on “personal spiritual life, vocation, and 
tblic proclamation of the Gospel.” Ecumencial 
ums composed of participants from different 
untries will visit major Asian centers after 
e assembly to report on its work and make 
tact with local Christians. 
Draft plans call for Bishop J. E. Lesslie 
ewbigin and Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, gen- 
jal secretaries of the International Missionary 
»uncil and of the World Council of Churches 


THIRD ASSEMBLY PLANS 


respectively, to address the assembly. These 
addresses will follow immediately on proposed 
actions designed to integrate the two organi- 
zations. 


Bossey Summer Courses 


Courses for pastors, laymen, and theological 
students will be offered at the Ecumenical In- 
stitute at Bossey, Switzerland, in the summer 
of 1960. 

Americans interested in the courses for 
pastors or laymen should write to Miss Frances 
Maeda, Room 439, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York 27, N.Y. Theological students should 
apply to the Rev. William E. Crews, Inter- 
seminary Movement, National Council of 
Churches, also at the 475 Riverside address. 

Lay people engaged in secular professions 
are being recruited for the course “The People 
of God, Light of the World,’ scheduled for 
July 13-23. Applicants between 25 and 45 are 
being sought for the course which will deal 
with the theme of the next assembly of the 
World Council as it applies to the practical 
situation of the Church and its members in 
different parts of the globe. 

The course for pastors will take place June 
14-28. “The Church, Ministry, and Priesthood 
of All Believers” deals with the question of the 
right relationship between the special ministry 
of the Church and the priesthood of all be- 
lievers. 


Visser ’t Hooft Discusses 
Rembrandt on Television 

“Rembrandt and the Gospel”, a television 
program on the NBC-TV Frontiers of Faith 
series, will feature the World Council’s general 
secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. The pro- 
gram takes its title from a book by Dr. Visser ’t 
Hooft (published in the United States by West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia) . 

The program is scheduled for Sunday, March 
6, at 1:30 p.m. EST. It will deal largely with 
Rembrandt's deepening awareness of the mean- 
ing of Christ and His message for mankind. 

The Dutch World Council official will show 
some sixty of Rembrandt's paintings, etchings 
and drawings. 
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Protestant Pavilion 
Goes to The Hague 


The Protestant Pavilion erected for the Brus- 
sels World’s Fair has been sold to the American 
Church at The Hague, Holland. It will be used 
for the services and other congregational activ- 
ities of the interdenominational Protestant 
church which serves the American community 
in the Dutch city. 

The Protestant Pavilion was built by contribu- 
tions of Protestants in many parts of the world. 
The International Christian Committee formed 
to aid the Pavilion was continued after the Fair 
closed in the hope that it could be part of a 
permanent ecumenical center in Brussels. 

“We are happy that the Pavilion has not been 
dismantled or converted to an inappropriate 
use,” Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel, Washington, 
D.C. co-chairman of the continuing committee 
said. “We understand that there will be an ecu- 
menical center in connection with the Pavilion 
in The Hague. But we are still working for an 
ecumenical center in Brussels, which has become 
the center of the new European Economic 
Community.” 

Mrs. Wedel and Charles Parlin are co- 
chairmen of the committee for the ecumenical 


World Council of Churches 


ROOM 439 
475 Riverside Drive 


New York 27, N. Y. 


4 


, 
h 
Participants from Colombia, El Salvador, Mexi 
and Switzerland (WCC youth secretary Phi 
Potter) were among those attending the Yo os 
Leader's Training Conference of ULAJE, 
American Union of Evangelical Youth, in oa 
Rica in early February. In the background is | 
contemporary chapel of the training school 


Methodist workers. 


center. Miss Ella Harllee, also of Washingtg 
vice-president of the group, says funds are s! 
being sought. 
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“The Population Explosion and Christian 
sponsibility” by Dr. Richard M. Fagley, an 
cer of the Commission of the Churches on 
ternational Affairs, has been published by 
ford University Press. The book, which sells 
$4.25, presents the causes and consequences 
the population explosion and examines the 
ious “ways out.” It also surveys religious 
trine on parenthood and family and the at- 
des of world religions including the three 
in branches of Christianity: Eastern Ortho- 
xy, Roman Catholicism, and Protestantism. 


“He translates the specialized and technical 

guage of the demographer, the economist, 
d the sociologist into terms ordinary folks 

fn understand,” says Dr. Samuel McCrea 
vert, veteran ecumenist. 


|The current interdenominational mission 
ndy theme is Africa, and Friendship Press 
Ws published several interesting books on this 

erging continent. Among them are “The Way 
Africa” by George W. Carpenter of the Inter- 
tional Missionary Council Staff ($2.95 cloth) ; 
Gfrica Disturbed” by Emory and Myrta Ross, 
fournalistic account of Africa today illustrated 
eth photographs and drawings ($3.50 cloth) ; 
‘d “The Halting Kingdom” ($1.00 paper) 
provocative analysis of Christianity and the 

rican revolution by a young African Chris- 
on and his American-born wife, John and Rena 
arefa Smart. 


«The High Tower of Refuge” by the World 
suncil’s director of Service to Refugees, Dr. 
sgar H. S. Chandler, is now available in an 
Wnerican edition. The book, which describes 
ib plight of the world’s millions of refugees, 


8s been brought out in this country by Fred- 
ick A. Praeger. It sells for $6.75. 


«Roman Catholicism and Religious Liberty” 
+ Dr. A. F. Carrillo de Albornoz, the WCC’s 
Search associate for study on religious liberty, 
3s been published by the Council. The 95-page 
ok sells for $1 but special discounts are 
duilable on quantity orders. 


‘A Theological Reflection on the Work of 
Jangelism”, a special issue of the WCC Div- 
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The World of Books 


One of the most exciting ecumenical projects 
now underway is the new Italian Team which 
works in a barren and poverty-stricken region 
south of Naples. Iet van der Linden (above) wife 
of the Team’s Dutch director, comforts an aged 
village woman. This picture is on the cover of 


a new illustrated leaflet which tells how six 
young Christians from Europe and America have 
joined in a technical assistance program to bring 
new methods of farming and other improvements 
to this “underdeveloped” area of Italy. The leaflet 
may be had by sending $.10 to the New York 
office of the Council. 
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ision of Studies’ Bulletin, is available for $.35 
(reduction on quantity orders). This document 
includes chapters on The Gospel and Man, 
The Authority and Urgency of Evangelism, The 
Wider Dimensions of Evangelism, The Struc- 
ture of Church Life, and The Dilemma of the 
Evangelist. 

“Dilemmas and Opportunities—Christian Ac- 
tion in Rapid Social Change,” the report on 
the World Council's international ecumenical 
study conference at Salonika, Greece, is now off 
the press. The 104-page book sells for $.75. 

Order World Council publications from 
Room 439, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, 
N.Y. 
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The director of Church World Service, Dr. R. 
Norris Wilson, and the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference’s inter-church aid secretary, the Rey. Alan 
Brash of New Zealand, discuss plans for inter- 
church assistance to Asia. Mr. Brash is touring 
the United States, speaking on behalf of the 
regional ecumenical organization. 


Project Doya Assists 
West Bengal Refugees 


A five-year program designed to rehabilitate 
refugees in the West Bengal, India, was ini- 
tiated by Church World Service at its annual 
meeting in Atlantic City. 

Project Doya (meaning mercy in Bengali) 
will include vocational training, educational, 
medical, and welfare units. The American 
churches represented in CWS, relief and re- 
habilitation agency of the National Council of 
Churches, may be asked for “as much as a 
million dollars” for the undertaking. 

Dr. Norris Wilson, director of CWS, called 
the plan for assistance to Calcutta refugees 
“probably the largest single project of any vol- 
untary agency” to be undertaken during World 
Refugee Year. Earlier Calcutta refugees were 
listed as one of the top priorities for CWS 
assistance during the Year. 

The group voted to appoint a special com- 
mittee to get the West Bengal project underway 
and directed them to consult with the World 
Council of Churches, the National Christian 
Council of India, and the other ecumenical 
bodies. 

The Doya project is designed “to meet square- 
ly and constructively the problem of the refu- 
gees from East Pakistan.” 


Executive Committee 
Asks Nuclear Test Ban | 


The Executive Committee of the Wd 
Council of Churches has called on nuc} 
powers to keep working for an agreement | 
total cessation of atomic testing. . 

In a statement addressed to the United 
British and Soviet governments, the Commi 
asked for continued efforts at the cur 
Geneva talks to reach the aim of discontin 
tests of all types and sizes. It suggested 1 
the three governments make an effort to b 
the Geneva stalemate by demonstrating 7tl 
readiness promptly to negotiate a treaty €0' 
ing all forms of testing which can now 
detected.” 

The World Council leaders claimed tha 
eventual treaty is possible only “if a fo 
agreement to ban the underground testin 
smaller nuclear weapons, at least for a spec: 
period of time” is reached on condition 
“arrangements be made for international 
operation in devising more adequate mea 
detection and for internatioiual inspectio 
explosions for peaceful purposes.” 

Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, of New York 
Philadelphia, Pa., director of the Commi 
of the Churches on International Affairs, 
the committee that the Geneva conference 
at a critical point. 

“The impasse can only be broken if re 
able concessions are made by both sides,”, 
churchman warned. 

Dr. Nolde and Dr. Elfan Rees, of the sta: 
the Commission of the Churches for Int 
tional Affairs, are now in Geneva to be pr 
on the scene and establish contact with the k 
of the various delegations. They are also at 
ing the United Nations’ Commission on Hu 
Rights. 
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